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The downtown mall is Charlottesville’s very own piece 
of Europe. Outdoor cafés, live entertainment, pedestrian 
walkways and culturally diverse food can all be found within 
this eight-block radius. One of the attractions, Bashir’s Tav-
erna, encompasses the true style of the downtown mall. It 
provides entertainment, exotic cuisine and is an experience 
not to be missed.

Bashir’s Taverna captivates one’s senses within moments 
of entering the restaurant. It is aglow from the red lanterns 
placed at each table and adorning the walls. The tantalizing 
aroma of crisp phyllo dough and meat and fi sh simmering 
in Algerian and Moroccan spices reaches all corners of the 
restaurant. The North African and Mediterranean cuisine is 
a great incentive to visit Bashir’s, particularly when coupled 
with live entertainment. Every Saturday at 7:30 p.m., Bashir-
goers enjoy a half-hour of professional belly dancing.

When I visited Bashir’s with a few friends, we were 
not disappointed by the entertainment. The performer that 
evening was Alexandra Bourque-Snyder, whose stage name 
is Lela, and she was radiant in her red and black sparkling 
costume. Lela teaches belly dancing at ACAC in Charlot-
tesville, as well as cabaret-style belly dancing at UVA’s Belly 
Dance Club. Amalia Habibi is another regular performer, and 

she teaches the belly dancing short course at UVA. As Lela 
danced, her bare feet delicately following the path set out 
by her hips, the owner, Bashir Khelafa, drummed the beat to 
accompany the rhythmic chimes of Lela’s coined ensemble. 
The energy in the room was high, as people in the restaurant 
could not resist clapping along to the mesmerizing undula-
tions of the dancing and sharing in the owner’s contagious 
enthusiasm.

That evening, we savored our three-course meal of 
artichoke appetizers, salad sprinkled with olive oil and our 
individual main courses. At our table there was a vegetarian 
medley including humus and falafel, a saffron chicken entrée, 
and the Bastilla, a Moroccan specialty. In a Bastilla, chicken, 
eggs, and crushed almonds are baked in phyllo dough and 
topped with cinnamon and powdered sugar. It is an intriguing 
dish with an incredible texture, and the sweetness gives the 
chicken a light and refreshing taste. As we polished our plates 
and watched the remainder of the belly dance performance, 
Bashir bounded into the audience and grabbed one of my 
unsuspecting friends to partake in a dance with Lela herself. 
The audience cheered him on. It was glorious.

In addition to belly dancing on Saturdays, there is live 
music on Friday nights, and on special occasions a Flamenco 
dancer performs to complement the Mediterranean tapas 

served. Regardless of the day or week, you will undoubt-
edly enjoy the international cuisine and warm ambiance at 
Bashir’s Taverna.

The downtown mall is well worth a visit. Whether you 
are in the mood for crepes, tapas, gelato, fondue, dumplings, 
decadent wine and cheese platters, or pizza (the law school 
staple) the downtown mall has it all. In addition to the pal-
ate-pleasers and the eclectic shops lining both sides of the 
street, there is a great array of entertainment: live bands, 
plays, street performers, art galleries, ice skating and—at 
Bashir’s Taverna—belly dancing.

Amalia Habibi dances while Bashir Khelafa plays in the 
background at Bashir’s Taverna in Charlottesville.

By  Aylin M. Ozyildirim, 1L
Contributing Writer
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Charlottesville offers hip entertainment

First annual alumni 
golf  tournament held

Lexington, VA—The foursome of 3L 
Matt George, 2Ls Matt Dougherty and 
Mike Walsh and 1L Andrew Black won 
the inaugural Alumni Invitational coming 
in with a three-under 68.  

After an hour frost delay, the inaugural 
tournament teed off last Saturday at the 
Lexington Golf & Country Club. Though 
the weather was aggressively cold to 
start the day, the sun came through and it 
ended up being a beautiful October day. 
Unfortunately for most teams, the clubs 
stayed cold. 

Only two teams shot below par. Golf-
ers missed out on chances to win a new 
computer, a Bose stereo system, a new 
set of irons and $5,000 cash by failing to 
score a hole-in-one on the country club’s 
par 3s.

Despite poor scoring in the tourna-
ment, most golfers appeared to have a 
good time hacking it up. Alumnus and 
former two-year Sports Czar Matt Gate-
wood ’05L described the event as “the 
most fun [he’s] had since his eleventh 

birthday party.”  
“Today was awesome. I shaved 58 

strokes off my game,” said 3L Bran-
don Almond. Almond, as many know, 
doesn’t have a “game.” And some play-

ers struggled a bit. 3L Joey 
Raffetto twice threw his club 
farther than his ball. Also, it 
was reported that 1L Russel 
Kruse’s struggles culminated 
on the 17th hole, where he fell 
down a hill.

3L Tom Good, 2L Graham Butler and 
1Ls Bart Gengler and Nick Scannavino 
finished in second place with a two-under 
69. 2Ls Kevin “Loverboy” Quencer and 
Jim Bullard and 1L Berit Everhart rounded 
out the top three with a two-over 73. 

3L Czar Germano won the long-drive 
competition and 3L Paul Schrader won 
the closest-to-the-pin contest. 3L Pam 
Brinker won both the ladies’ long drive 
and closest-to-the-pin contests.

Sports Czar
Judge Elihu Smails, 3L

HOLD THE PRESSES!

Other sports news, including pictures 
and LSFL standings, can be found 

online at 

lawnews.wlu.edu


